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ECCLESIASTICAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS 


| IN 
RELIGION: 


dXEWING THEIR HURTFUL TENDENCY ; AND THAT THEY CANNOT 
BE DEFENDED, EITHER ON PRINCIPLES OF 
REASON ox SCRIPTURE. 


TO WHICH ARE ANNEXED, 
TWO DISCOURSES. g 
1 BY « PROTESTANT DISSENTER, 
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GEN. XLIX. 5, 6, 7. Simeon and Levi are brethren : inflruments of cruelty 
are in their habitations. O "my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto 
their aſſembly, mine bonour,y be not thou united; for- in their anger they flew 
a man, and in their ſelf-will they digged down a wall. Curſed be their 
anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was crucl ; 1 will divide 
them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in Hrael. | 


JOHN XVIII. 36. Feſus anſwered, My Iingdom is not of this world. Tf my 


Eingdem were of this world, then would my ſervants fight, that 1. ſbould not 
be delivered to the Fews ; but now I my kingdom not from hence, 
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TO 
PROTESTANT DISSENTERS 


— 


OF EVERY DENOMINATION 3 


WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SCRIPTURES as THE ONLY 


RULE os FAITH AN PRACTICE; 


AND VALUE Tur TRUE PRINCIPLES OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY; 
THE FOLLOWING ESSAY Is RESPECTFULLY 
INSCRIBED, BY 


THEIR FRIEND AND FELLOW-DISSENTER, 


WILLIAM CHRISTIE, 


MoxTRosE 9th. Oftober 1791. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENTS. Kc. 


1 Religion is the greateſt and moſt 
ineſtimable bleſſing ever conferred on hu— 
man nature. Where its principles are thorough- 
ly underſtood, imbibed, and received into the heart, 
it has a natural tendency to elevate and humanize 
the mind; and becomes the parent of every great, 
manly, and virtuous deed. , It preaches peace on 
earth, Love, univerſal love, and good- will towards 
all men. Ir ſets before us the perfect model of 
Jeſus of Nazareth, in whoſe amiable life and man- 
ners, we ſee virtue deſcend from heaven as it were, 
and become viſible to mortal eyes; and by its pre- 
cepts as well as the example of its great author it 
teaches us to pray for, to forgive, and even to 
bleſs our moſt bitter and unrelenting foes. How 
comes It ro paſs then, that a Religion ſo philan- 
throphic, ſo mild and humane, ſhould have become 
the ſpring of ſo many dire evils :—ſhould have oc- 
caſioned ſo much rancour, malice, contention and 
ill-will:—ſhould have filled the world with war, 


* bloodſhed, perſecution and devaſtation ? 


Tantæne animis cœleſtibus ire ? 


A. 


1 | 
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There is an unhappy propenſity in human nature | 
I will grant, to vitiate and debaſe every thing that | 
comes from God; and to mix the tares of its own | 
infirmity with the heavenly ſeed. But this in- | 
firmity, this weakneſs, this depravity, call it by _ 
what name you pleaſe, does not appear to me to | 
be the ſole or even the chief cauſe of that horrid | | 
train of evils, that have ariſen in the world on | 
account of a benevolent religion. 
I will fay without heſitation what appears to | 
me to be the principal cauſe : tho* in doing ſo 1 | 
muſt neceſſarily give offence to a numerous and \ 
powerful body of men ; who have no ſmall ſway 
over the paſſions and prejudices of a great part of | 
mankind. But a regard to ſacred truth is with me 
ſuperior to every other conſideration ; and I am 
ready to accompany her ſteps, even tho? in fol- 
lowing her I ſhould be led to the brink of a pre- 
cipice. The cauſe then, the chief, the principal 
cauſe of theſe evils, I apprehend to be, the Union 
of the church with the State, or as ſome call 
it the Alliance betwixt church and State ; in | 
other words popular and prevailing ſects of Re- | 
ligion eſtabliſhed, unduly favoured, and upheld by 
the civil power, with a public miniſtry appointed 
by Government; and paid out cf the common 
wealth or common property of the ſtate. 
It is the ſuppoſed neceſſity of theſe eſtabliſhments, 
- that has occaſioned all the perſecution and religi- 
ous wars that have prevailed among Proteſtants, if 4 
not Papiſts alſo. But as there is ſome difference | 
| in the way of reaſoning of Papiſts from that of Pro- 
| teſtants with regard to this ſubject, it may be pro- | 
| per here briefly to ſtate that difference. 
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The infallibility of the Pope, or the church re- 
preſented by the Clergy with the Pope at their 
head, is a well known tenet of the Roman Catho- 
lics. There is ſome degree of conſiſtency there- 
fore in their contending for eſtabliſhments. As 
the deciſions of the church are in their opinion in- 
fallible, and contain only pure truth without any 


mixture of error: and as truth,—religious truth, 


is the greateſt bleſſing that can be conferred on 
mankind, it appears right to them, that the magis- 
trate ſhould take care of it, and compel his ſubje&s 
whether they will or not, to accept of ſo precious 
a gift. At leaſt it fully juſtifies the civil power in 
their apprehenſion, to give a preference to that 
ſe& where truth is found, by a legal eſtabliſhment 
with proper emoluments. And were the claim of 
infallibility generally allowed, I own it would be 
a plauſible argument in favour of eſtabliſhments ; 
if not perſecution alſo. 

But Proteſtants have long ago renounced this 
principle. They denied it at the reformation, and 
LuTHER, CALVIN, CRANMER, and Knox, as 
well as SERVvETUs and Socinus, refuſed to ac- 
knowledge the authority of the Pope and to ſub- 
mit to the deciſions of the Council of Trent. Now, 
if any man, or body of men, think differently from 
Luther Calvin &c. have not the former as good 
a right to proteſt againſt their deciſions, as the 
latter had to proteſt againſt the Pope or the Coun- 
cil of Trent The utmoſt that any Proteſtant is 
authorized to ſay in favour of his religious tenets 
is, that to him they appear clear and certain; but 
he dares not claim or aſſume infallibility. Of con- 
ſequence he has no right to call upon the Magis- 
trate, and inſiſt upon him to eſtabliſh his doctrines 
and grant his ſe& a preference rather than any{o+- 
ther. If one ſect imagines it has a right to a pre- 
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ference ; another, will think the ſame. For every 
ſe& whether ſmall or great, rich or poor, learned 
or unlearned, concludes it is in the right: and if 
the parties are nearly equal a ſtruggle and pro- 
bably a civil war will enſue. They rail at one ano- 
ther in diſcourſe, from the pulpit, and from the preſs, 
till they become exaſperated, and then betake them- 
ſelves to arms. The ultima ratio regum, the laſt 
reaſon of kings, and of contending ſects decides the 
buſineſs. Force, brutal force. Cannon and Mul- 
quetry are diſcharged. Ihe fields are dyed with 
chriſtian blood; and the profeſſed disciples of Jeſus 
plunge {words and daggers into one another's bow- 
els! Each contending for the honour of being 
the church as by Law e/tabliſhed. Merciful Lord! 
if from that triumphant glory to which thou art ex- 
alted at the right hand of the Father, thou lookeſt 
down upon a ſcene ſo diſmal, as thou didſt upon 
Stephen and Saul, wilt thou acknowledge $uch furies 
to be thy diſciples? Didſt thou ever ſet them the 
example of ſuch deeds? Didſt thou not rebuke 
thy ſanguine forward ſervant Peter, for uſing his 
ſwordeven in thy own defence; and tell him, that all 
they that take the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword! + 
Didſt thou not heal the ear of him that came to 
apprehend thee? Didit thou not ſuffer thyſelf to 
be made a priſoner, to be bound, to be tried, un- 
juſtly condemned and crucified : when by a ſingle 
exertion of the Father's power reſiding in thee, thou 


couldeſt have proſtrated and cruſhed all thy enemies 
at once? 


That the reader may not think I have been deſ- 
cribing a viſionary ſcene that was never realized, 
J will produce teſtimonies from hiſtory. Without 
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going abroad to foreign nations, or groping in re- 
mote antiquity, the tranſactions of our own coun- 
try will ſupply ſufficient examples. What was one 
principle cauſe of the civil war betwixt Charles the 
firſt and the long parliament in the laſt century ? 
What but the domineering rage of religious ſects 
blown up by their reſpective prieſts, contending for 
the maſtery and the power of oppreſſing one ano- 
ther. Charles I grant made many invaſions upon 
the civil rights of his ſubjects, which cauſed great 
ferments and diſcontents, and called loudly for re- 
dreſs. But theſe diſcontents would probably never 
have ariſen to that alarming height, or terminated 
ſo fatally as they did; if that miſguided prieſt-ridden 
prince, had not thrown himſelf into the arms of 
Biſhops and other eccleſiaſtics of the church eſta- 
bliſhed by law, and by their advice opprefled and 
tormented his diſſenting ſubje&ts in England; and 
attempted to introduce Episcopacy in Scotland. 
The Scotch Presbyterians with the Engliſh Diſſen- 
ters, it is well known were his moſt invcterate ene- 
mies; and the principal means of turning the ſcale 
of war againſt him. Now it is evident, that if 
there had been no eſtabliſhment, this civil war fo 
far as Religion was concerned in it could not have 
happened. Without an Eſtabliſhment, without 
court Biſhops and flattering Prieſts, Charles would 
have never thought of meddling with religious ſccts 
in England, or yer with the Preſbyterians in Scot- 
land; and of conſequence would have been relie- 
ved trom the moſt formidable of all his ene- 
Inis. : 

On the other hand, irritated by oppreſhon, in- 
flamed with the luſt of power, and the hope of an 
eſtabliſument, the Preſbyterians framed the ſolemn 
league and covenant ; and bound themſelves by 
a facred oath to «<xtirpate all religions but their 
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own. They now became as bad in Theory as 
the Epiſcopalians, tho' a regard to truth obliges 
me to ſay, that in the exerciſe of their power 
they were rather milder than the former had 
been. When the times turned, and Charles the 
ſecond was reſtored, the former acts of oppreſ- 
ſion were renewed. Great ſeverities were uſed a- 
gainſt Diſſenters in England, Epiſcopacy was eſ- 
tabliſhed in Scotland: and the Preſbyterians were 


miſerably arten and perſecuted. This hard 


treatment rouſcd them into frequent rebellions, 


in which many ncriſhed by the ſword as well 


as by the executioner. 

Now here we have in a ſhort period of Britiſh 
hiſtory, not exceeding fifty or ſixty years, a ſpeci- 
men of the complicated evils ariſing from an alli- 
ance betwixt church and ſtate ; or a Religion by 
law eſtabliſied. Nothing of this kind could have 
happened, if Proteſtants had adopted a right plan 
at the reformation, If after aſſerting, as they did, 


the right of private Judgement they had been 


conſiſtent, they ſhould never have compoſed arti- 
cles of Religion, or connected the ſtate and the 
church together. But ſhould have encouraged 
and protected equally, good miniſters and moral 
citizens of every denomination ; without ſelec- 
ting any particular ſe& or party, gratifying it 
by benefices and livings, and thereby exciting 
the envy and hatred of all the other ſects.— 
That the plan I have been recommending 1s not 
chimerical but real, is proved from the example 
of America. Glorious Country! Where Reh- 
gion, (at leaſt as much of it as is to be found in 
Europe), Liberty, and equal laws, exiſt and reign. 
The Hydra of an eſtabliſhment the Americans 
have determined never to admit amongſt them. 
All ſects and parties live harmoniouſly together. 
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The Catholic, the Epiſcopalian, Preſbyterian, In- 
dependent, Quaker, and Unitarian are good friends 
and good citizens. And as no ſect is preferred 
to another, the foundation of religious ran- 
cour, ſtrife, and contention is taken away. 

But it may be faid the evils I have been men- 
tioning as ariſing from eſtabliſhments were onl 
temporary ones; and nothing of the like kind 
has occurred ſince the Revolution. Parties have 


no doubt been milder ſince the Revolation : but 


the evils ariſing from eſtabliſhments have been nei- 
ther ſmall, nor few. They have encouraged an 
indolent, careleſs, worldly-minded Clergy. The 
rich benefices in England, particularly the Deaneries 
and Biſhopricks, have promoted the purpoſes of 
corruption, made the clergy and many of the Lai- 
ty dependent upon the Court ; and are a heavy 
burden upon a nation loaded with taxes to ſupport. 
It is only a few years ago ſince Diſſenters were re- 
lieved from a ſubſcription to the doctrinal articles 
of the church of England, and ſtill a ſubſcription 
to the ſcriptures is demanded ; which the Magiſ- 
trate conſidered in his civil capacity, has no more 


right to require than a ſubſcription to the Alkoran. 


+ The Ad of Parliament alluded to requires from every Diſſen- 
ting teacher, a declaration to the following effect, viz. that © he 
believes in the Divine Revelations contained in the old and new Teſta- 
ment.” 1 frankly declare, that I would rather endure Perſecution, 
than make this declaration to any Magiſtrate confidered in his civil 
capacity; becauſe it would in my judgement infer a breach of the 
allegiance I owe to Chriſt, the caly Shepherd and Biſbop of Souls ; 
and be equivalent to the receiving from the Magiſtrate a licenſe to 
preach his Goſpel. The Divine Revelations contained in the old 
and new Teſtament, were never committed by God, or Chriſt, to the 
care of any King, Parliament, or civil governor whatever. They 
are a common ineftimable legacy bequeathed ro all believers with- 
out exception; and the Magiſtrate as ſuch, whether ſupreme or ſub- 
ordinate, has no more concern with them in the view 1 have men- 
tioncd, than he has with the Alkoran of Mohammed. But tho' I 
would not make the declaration abovementioned before any civil Judge 
or Court, I would do it if required, to the meaneſt man or woman 
of that little flock, who join with me in the common worſh 


ip of 
God our heavenly Father, in the namc of his Son Jeſus the Mecſltab. 
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The teſt and corporation acts are a ſhameful ſtigma 


left upon Diſſenters; whereby they are deprived 
of the rights of citizens and freemen. Eternal 
ſquabhles ariſe betw-en the clergy and their pari- 
ſhioners about the payment of tythes, and in ſome 
places no man is more hated than the pariſh prieſt, 
Can men ſo circumſtanced be expected to do good; 


or to promote the ſalvation of ſouls ? Can a court- 


ly, ambitious, a looſe, diforderly clergy, have 
much tendency to improve the minds of the peo- 
ple or amend their manners ? Alas ! the Profliga- 
cy and licentiouſneſs of the Englith populace ſhew 
that they have not. The conſcientious people 
called Qu:kers, have often been brought to no 
little trouble by theſe overbearing prieſts, and have 
ſuffered even to bonds and impriſonment. By 
theſe prieſts Elwall was brought to trial tho? ac- 
quitted by his Jury and Judge ; and the late pious 
and worthy Dr. Doddridge not ſixty years ago, 
was proſecuted, for ſetting up an Academy at 
Northampton to teach youth learning and religion. 
Other anecdotes of a like nature might be pro- 
duced; but I have faid enough to prove that 
the Englith Eſtabliſhment is a real loſs to the coun- 
try. ; 

Fo objections lie againſt the Eſtabliſhment 
in Scotland. The ſame unſcriptural and antichriſ- 
tian doctrines indeed prevail: but I ſpeak here 
only of the external figure and conſtitution of the 
church. The Scotch Eſtabliſhment has the ap- 
pearance of great ſimplicity in its ſtructure. It 


knows nothing of Archbiſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, 


Archdeacons, Deans &c. It acknowledges no 
feitivals or days of Saints. It demands no Teſt or 
Corporation acts; and ſcorns to proſtitute the 
Lord's Supper as a Qualification for a civil office. 


It deſpiſes the conſtant repetition of a liturgy, and 
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illows its miniſters the exerciſe of their talents and 


abilities in free prayer. The Salaries of its. Paſtors 
are moderate and nearly equal; and as little as a 


man can well have, who is deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of following a ſecular calling. I am happy 
to be able to ſay any thing in praiſe of a church 
of which I was once a member, where I have 
{till ſome friends, and ſeveral reſpectable acquain- 
tances. It would give me pleaſure to be able to 
ſay ſtill more in favour of the eccleſiaſtical conſti- 
tution of my own country But, Amicus Plato, 
Amicus Socrates, ſed magis Amicus Veritas, Ad- 
mitting that the articles of the church of Scotland 
were pure, which they are not, but directly con- 
trary to the ſcriptures, this circumſtance however 
deſirable it might be in itſelf, would not vindi- 
cate her as an eſtabliſhment. An eſtabliſhment is 
wedded to the powers of this world, and there. 
fore cannot be the ſpouſe of Chriſt. Church and 
State, tho? re-echoed by a thouſand Burkes, will 
never do upon the plan of Chriſtianity, Were 
Unitarianiſm itſelf to be eſtabliſhed it would ſoon 
become corrupted. Whenever any particular 
church is connected with the ſtate, that ſtate aſ- 
ſumes a power over its miniſters and members, 
which deſtroys its chriſtian character. The mi- 
niſters are, and muſt be from the nature of an eſ- 
tabliſhment, thruſt upon the people by royal or 
private preſentations, witbeut their conſent, — 
Where the church takes a bribe from the ſtate, 
the ſtate will repay itſelf by aſſuming an authori- 
ty over the church. Violent ſettlements will con- 
ſequently take place, and on ſome occaſions it 
will be neceſſary to uſe ſoldiers. Have we not 
ſeen many inſtances of this kind in the church of 
Scotland ; and have not congregations been agi- 
tated ſplit and divided? Does not a royal commiſ- 
B 


———ů—j— — 
» — —— 
— 


. 3 * — Sz ———— — a. _ Tx — — 


(46-3 


fioner in ſolemn pomp, attended by a band of mi- 
litary, walk before the miniſters of the church of 
Scotland when they meet in their General Aſſem- 
bly ? Does not the ſame Commiſſioner prorogue 
them, and appoint their future meetings: not ob- 
ſcurely intimating thereby, in my apprehenſion, 
that the King is the head of the church. And 
of a church by law eſtabliſhed, where monarchy 
prevails, he is the natural and proper head. But 
all this is inconſiſtent with the reaſon of things, 
and with the conſtitution of that church eſtabliſh- 
ed by our only Lord and Maſter, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus. 

And this brings me to a ground of argument 
that I have not yet touched upon. Religious 
E/tabliſhments are inconſiſtent with the reaſon 
of things, and with the principles of true Chriſti- 
anity. | 

Firſt. They are inconſiſtent with the Reaſon of 
things. Religion, or the worſhip and ſervice of 
the Deity, was binding on man before civil Go- 
vernment was formed: and would be ſtill binding 
were every civil Government at an end. When 
men became members of large ſocieties or gene- 
ral Governments, they brought their private Re- 
ligion along with them, and had a title to enjoy 


the profeſſion of it peaceably and openly : provid- 


ed they did not diſturb or moleſt others in the en- 
Joyment of the ſame right. Confequently the Go- 
vernment whether monarchical, democratical, or 
mixed, had no right ro make any Jaw by which 
the private religion of a few, or even a fingle 
individual of its ſubjects, ſhould be hurt or inju- 


_riouſly affected. But every eſtabliſhed religion 


muſt hurt or injuriouſſy affect Diſſenters, in one 
or other of the different claſſes and departments 


of life. No religious eſtabliſhment conſtructed 


— 
4 


2 n ** 


5 


by civil power, that is the power of Government, 
can be ſupported without a revenue; which re— 
venue can only be raiſed by tythes, or ſome mode 
of taxation. Now tythes, or teinds as they are 
called in Scotland, are either the property of the 
Landholder or of the State. If they are the 
property of the Landholder, it is unjuſt that they 
ſhould be exacted from him without his free con- 
ſent: and if they belong to the ſtate it is injurious 
to every claſs of Diſſenters, that what is the com- 
mon property of the {tate or commonwealth, and 
conſequently in part their property, ſhould be ap- 
plied to the ſupport of any particular ſect however 
numerous; and not to the intereits of ſocicty at 
large: more eſpecially if that ſtate be encumber-— 
ed with a heavy national debt. But if eitablith- 
ments are ſupported by taxation, the notorious in- 


Juſtice done to Diſſenters becomes ſtill more evi- 


dent. The Diſſenter is deprived, I may ſay rob- 
bed of his property, and obliged to pay ſomething 
in return for which he receives nothing, yea worſe 
than nothing. In return for civil taxes a mah re- 
ceives protection; but what does the Diſſenter re- 


} I preſume the Clergy have more ſenile than to ſay, hat they 
have a right to the tythes, or ſuch a proportion of them as the 
Law allows, by inheritauce from the church of Rome apart rom 
the will of the ſtate. If rney ſhouid ſay fo, they will prove them- 
ſeives the heirs of Antichriſt with a witneſs. And if they found 
their claim upon the Law, or the will ot the ſtate, what the ate 
has given the ſtate may take away But they will ſay perhaps, that the 
conſtitution of the church of Scotland and the right of the Clergy 
to a proportion of the tythes, is lecured by the articles of the Uni- 
on. In reply to this, I tell them, that Reaſon and the New ['i ſta- 
ment are older, and of greater authority, than the Scotch Parliameat, 


the articles of Union, or the Commiflidners who appointed them. 


And that if any part of theſe articles are found to be partia un- 
reaſonable, or unſcriptural, they mult be ſubject to the reviſa! of 
the Britiſh Parliament. What right had the Engliſh and Scotch 
Parliaments at the time of the Union % bind all Poſterity, and 


aſſume a power over unborn generations? To talk of immortal and 


unchangcable conſtitutions in this ſtate of frailty and mutability, 
is therefore ridiculous ! See Paine Rights of man. 
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ecive for taxes paid on a religious account? 
Some may ſay the liberty of attending the eſtabliſh- 
ed church if he inclines. But what if the church 
will not receive him on account of his difference 
of ſentiment : or what if he cannot in conſcience 
attend? Is it not evident that he is obliged to give 
away his money in this caſe without an equiva- 
lent : obliged either. to ſupport thoſe who eject 
him and caſt him out : or conſtrained to violate 
his conſcience and to be inſtrumental in promoting 
and advancing a ſyſtem that his heart diſavows, 
perhaps contemns and abhors ? To ſay therefore 
that the church doors are open to Diſſenters, and 
that they may come if they pleaſe, is a profane 
and wanton inſult: and by no means an adequate 
reply to the irreſiſtible force of this argument. 
Every man, every chriſtian, every proteſtant, 
has a natural, unalienable, and indefeaſible right 
to chuſe his own religion, and his own miniſter: 
to pay him more or leſs as he inclines, to ſettle with 
him by tree voluntary gift, or by fair and equita- 
ble compact. And mean-ſpirited and ignoble is 


that religious inſtructor, who would with to exact 


even from one of his own flock, more than he in- 
clines to give, or can conveniently ſpare. But 
thoſe who make uſe of arbitrary laws to extort mo- 
ney from the members of ſeparate and oppoſite 
communions, are little better than public plunde- 
rers. Religious eſtabliſhments theretore, as they 
cannot be ſupported without ſuch acts of injuſtice, 
are inconſiſtent with the reaſon of things, the rights 
of man, and the principles of true and equal liberty. 


What occaſion have we for eſtabliſhed miniſters, 
more than eſtabliſhed Phyſicians, Lawyers, eſtabliſli- 


ed Maſons, Carpenters, Barbers and Shoema- 
kers. Yea, there is even leſs neceſſity for eſtabli- 


thed teachers of Religion, than any of the profeſſions, 


, 
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and Trades above mentioned. For every man cannot 
be his own Phyſician, his own Lawyer, Carpenter &c. 
But every man who has common ſenſe, a ſound under- 
ſtanding, a pious inclination, and has read the Bible 
and a few religious books, is competent to chuſe 
his own religion and his own miniſter. || Nor 
would he find much difficulty in procuring a miniſ- 
ter more than a Phyſician, tho” there were no eſta- 
bliſhed ones, 

It may be ſaid the Intereſts of Religion would 
ſuffer without an eſtabliſhed Clergy. But this is 
a miſtake, eaſily confuted from the hiſtory of the 
firſt ages of the church. Religion was unprotected, 
uncountenanced, yea often perſecuted by the civil 
power for three centuries after Chriſt, But did it 
ever flouriſh more than in theſe ages, when eminent 
miniſters, holy martyrs, and excellent private Chriſti- 
ans abounded ; with whom few in modern eſtabliſh- 
ments I believe can be compared. What ſhould 
hinder religion from thriving in ovr times without 
an eſtabliſhment, as well as it did in theſe early ages. 
Is not God, the everlaſting God, our God as well 


{| As for perſons of an oppolite caſt, viz. the ſenſeleſs prophane &c. it 
would be Þardly worth while to erect an eſtabliſhment for them. And 
if they had an inclination to improve or amend, they might find an op- 
Portunity, by attending any of the churches of the different religious ſects 
that would exiſt, in caſe of no eftabliſhment. But perſons of a confir- 
med licentious rurn of mind, I apprehend, would not improve much by 
any miniſtry whatever. With reipe& to them the coercive force of ei- 
vil Government would be the beit reſtraint; and the red coats would 
perform more than the bal coats. In regard to poor ignorant people, 
fatherleſs children &c. who had no means of improvement; it would be 
incumbent on the pious and well diſpe ſed of all Communions to ſorm vo- 
Juntary aſſociations for their inſtruction. But if this method ſhould be 
found precarious and inadequate for the purpoſe, I would in this cate only 
approve of the interference of civil Government. Let public ſchools be 
erected in different, parts of the Country, and a plain Catechiſm compo- 
ſed, free of all controverſy, containing nothing in it but the elementary 
Principles of morals and religion. Let proper maſters with reaſonable ſa- 
larics be appointed for theſe (chools; and after the pupils were ſufficiently 
ini late d, let it be left to their own deciſion, te make choice of their ow u 
mode of wor lip, among all the different ſects of Chriſtianity, | 
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as theirs? Is not the Goſpel the fame as it was at 
firſt, equally efficacious through the divine power, 
to convert the ſinner, and to confirm, inſtru, en- 
lighten, and make the man of God perfect in all 
good works? Do we not ſtand on higher ground 
than the ancients did? Have not the evidences of 
Chriſtianity been ſtrengthened by the fulfillment 
of prophecy; and the judicious defences of it 
publiſhed by many able writers? In conſequence 
of the invention of printing knowledge has been 
diftuſed, and books multiplied and rendered cheap : 
ſo that it is an eaſier talk now for a mere Engliſh 
ſcholar, a private Chriſtian, to acquire knowledge 
of the moſt excellent kind, than it was for an emi- 
nent and learned divine in early ages. 


What then has the religious world to fear from 
the abolition of the eſtabliſhed Clergy ? So far from 
loſing any thing, true Religion I apprehend 
would be a great gainer, and the deſerving part of 
the Clergy no loſer. Their congregations would, 
and ought to ſupport them, ſo long as they approved 
of their doctrine and behaviour. Miniſters would 
be more exemplary, when they found they had 
nothing to depend upon but the eſteem and good 
will of their Congregations, joined to their own 
activity and diligence. All ſects and parties would 
ſtand on fair and equal ground; and the word of 


God would have free courſe and be greatly glori- 
fied. 


But in the ſecond place. Religious e/tabliſhments 
are inconſiſtent with the principles of Chriſtianity: 
or the conſtitution of that church eſtabliſhed, let 
up, and perfected, by our only Lord and Maſter 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, and his Apoſtles, 

I here throw the guantlet, and challenge all the 
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advocatcs for national eſtabliſhments to produce me 
a ſingle paſſage from the New 'Teſtament in favoar 
of them. Arguments formed by analogy from the 
Jewiſh conſtitution have no force here. Chriſti- 
anity goes upon quite different principles from 
Judaiſm. The Jewiſh conſtitution was a local one, 
calculated for the conveniency of a particular 
people, and to ſerve a great and important purpoſe 
in providence. The Chriſtian ſyſtem is univerſal, 
and comprehends and embraces all mankind. Go 
and teach all nations &c.* Not only the moral and 
religious, but the civil and judicial conſtitution of 
the Jews was appointed by God. It is not ſo in 
the chriſtian Religion. Our Saviour and his Apoſ- 
tles attended the Jewiſh national church, becauſe 
it was eſtabliſhed by God; and they were circum- 
ciſed Jews and ſubje& to the Law. But what is 
that ro us Gentile Chriſtians to whom the Law (the 
moral part of it only excepted,) was never given: 
and who have nothing to do with carnal ordinances, 
and the beggarly elements of the Levitical Prieſt. 
hood. It is our duty to nd faſt in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and not be 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.+ Prove the 
lawfulneſs of your eſtabliſhments if you can, by ex- 
preſs quotations from the New leitament, and 
your work is done : but do not think to gain your 
point with men of ſenſe, by childiſh types and 
figures, parallels and analogies drawn from the old 
Teſtament. || Our bleſſed Lord and his holy Apoſ- 


. * Math. xxviii. 19. +Gal. v. 1. 

The following paſfage ſrom the Old Teſtament, has been muchabu« 
fed in favour of eſtabliſhments. Iſaiah xlix. 23. And Kings ball be thy 
Nurſing Fathers, and their Queens thy Nurſing Mothers c. ith reſpect to 
it I obſerve, that if this prophecy reſpeas the gentile chriſtian church 
at all, it muſt relate to later periods than any we have yet ſeen. Hitherto 
the Kings and Queens of the earth have been very ſparing in their at- 
tention tothe church of Chriſt. Too many of theſe potentates 1 admit 

Have nurſed and careſully ſuckled Antichriſtian error, ſuperſtition an 

idolatry ; and the miſchievous brat has thriven not a little by ſugh nou- 


1 


tles, attended the Jewiſh national church becauſe it 
was the work of God : but though they were yer 
on earth, they would not attend your eſtabliſhments 
becauſe they are the creature ot man. Your con- 
nection with the civil power, your unchriſtian ar- 
ticles and confeſſions would prove an unſurmount- 
able bar to their admiſſion, as they have been to 
that of ſome of their beſt and ſincereſt followers in 
every age. 


Had our Lord ever intended that his Religion, 
or its miniſters, ſhould be upheld by civil power, 
he or his Apoſtles would have given ſome directions 
on the ſubje&t. He, or they, in defining the duty of 
Governors and ſubjects, would have made it in- 


riſhment. But theſe potentates have either perſecuted, or given very 
cold encouragement to the true chriſtian church ; the woman who fled in- 
to the wilderneſs. If they have not always like the Dragon thrown a flood 
after her, they have at leaſt endeavoured to lay a ſnare in her way by 
teſt and corporation acts; and by keeping. obſolete laws unrepcaled 
hanging like a ſword over her head. 

But it is not my opinion, that the words of Iſaiah are applicable to 
the gentile church at all. They relate to the future glorious conver- 
ſion and reſtoration of the Jews; and are ſo underſtood by an ingenious 
writer whoſe words I ſhall here quote. Whoever reads the words of 
« this Prophecy, with the leaſt attention, muſt (1 think) be convinced, 
« that they can relate to nothing elſe but the future reſtoration of Yael. 
« For they are not applicable either to the return from Bubylon, or to 
the chriſtian church. Not to the former becauſe they were never ſo 
te ftraitened for room, as is here foretold in ver. 19; 10 Nor did Kings 
« and Queens ever bow dot to them, and lick up the dufl off their feet, ac- 
© cording to ver. 23. but, on the contrary, rather tyrannized over them. 
« Nor can they be applied to the chriſtian church; becauſe this allego- 
4c rical Zion has, as yet, had none of its waſte and deſolate places (or the 
* land of its deſtruction) rendered too narrow by reaſon of the inhabitants ; 
* nor can ſhe be ſaid to be a captive, removing to and fro, or to be left 
* alone. The firſt ſeven verſes of this chapter do (1 grant) ſpeak of the 
e chriſtian church, as well as of the Vraelites, particularly in the 6th. 
« wverſe.— It is o light thing that thou ſbouldeſt be my ſervant to raiſe up the 
« tribes of Jacob, and to reflore the preſerved of Iſrael : I will alſo give thee 
« for alight to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſ} be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
« earth, &c. But the reſt of the chapter, or at leaſt from ver. 13, to the 
« end, relate evidently to the reſtoration of the Jſraelites to their own 
« land. Eyre“ oblervations on the prophecies relating to the reſtora- 
tion - Jews. | 

e lame writer ſhews, that the words //rael, Fudah, Feruſulem, 
Zion, &c. occurring in Iſaiah and other Prophets, have been {ometimes 
groſsly miſapplicd by chriſtian divines, as ſignifying the gentile church 
when they relate to the Jews, and their ſuture converſton and glory. 
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cumbent on the Magiſtrate in every country where 
Chriſtianity had gained ground, to give it a legal 
eſtabliſhment. But do the New 'Teitament writers 


ever drop the leaſt hint of this kind ? Never, 
never! 


What ſays our Lord to his Apoſtles when he ſent 
them forth to preach the Goſpel? Does he bid them 
apply to Tiberius Cæſar, or Pontius Pilate, for an 
eſtabliſhment? Math. x. 16. Behold I ſend you 
forth as ſheep in the mid/t of wolves : be ye there- 
fore wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. But 
beware of men, for they will deliver you up to 
the councils ; and they will ſcourge you in their 
ſynagogues. And ye ſhall be brought before go- 
vernors and kings for my jake, for a tc/tinio:'y a— 
gainſt them and the Gentiles, Luke xxii. 25. 26. 
And he (Jeſus) ſaid unto them, the kings of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over them; and they 
that exerciſe authority upon them are called benefac- 
tors. But ye ſhall not be jo: but he that is greatest 
among you, let him be as the younger ; and he that is 
chief, as he that doth ſerve. Sce the parallel places 
Math. xx. 25. Mark. x. 42. What did our Lord 
ſay to Pontius Pilate, when he was interrogated 
concerning the nature of that authority he claimed? 
John xviii. 36. Jeſus anſwered my kingdom is not 
of this world if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my ſervants fight, that I ſhould not be deliver- 
ed to the Fews, ; but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 

wo Apoſtles of Chriſt have touched upon the 
ſubject of civil Government. Paul Rom. xitt: 1.—7. 
and Peter 1. Ep. II. 13, 14, 17, They recommend ta 
chriſtians obedience, reſpect, and due ſupport, to a 
well regulated, equitable civil government; and 
Paul indirectly points out the duty of rulers at the 
ſame time. But neither of theſe Apoſtles, ſay a 
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word from which it can be inferred ; that the 
higher powers were authorized to eſtabliſh any 
mode or form of the chriſtian religion : or inter- 
fere in the concerns of the church at all. In vain 
ſhall we ſearch the records of the New Teſtament 
for any thing of this kind. Chriſtians are command- 
ed to love, honour, eſteem, and in certain cafes 
maintain, thoſe paſtors who are over them in the 
Lord : either freely choſen by themſelves, or ap- 
pointed by the advice and direction of the Apoſ- 
tles. But they are not commanded, or even per- 
mitted, to apply to the higher powers for a legal 
eſtabliſhment : or to ſeek any emoluments or gra- 
tifications from them, farther than that common 
protection and equal encouragement ; which be- 
longs to and is the right ofall goodicitizensand peace. 
able members of the common wealth without ex- 
ception. 

The three paſſages above quoted clearly ſhew, 
that our great maſter never thought of his church 
being aided and aſſiſted by the civil power. He dii- 
approves of the arbitrary maxims of the rulers of 
this world ; and recommends the contrary to his 
diſciples. He intimates that his people ſhould be 
expoſed to perſecution ; and be looked upon with 
an unfriendly eye by theſe powers. He declares 
before Pontius Pilate, that his kingdom was not of 
this world. Surely then, when the church, or 
what goes by the name, is connected with the ſtate, 
forms an alliance with it, and is dependent upon 
Princes and great men for the appointment and 
ſupport of its miniſters ; it forfeits its true and pro- 
per character, ſinks into an earthly fraternity, and 
becomes a part of the kingdoms of this world. Here 
I might reſt, as having ſufficiently proved my point 
both from ſcripture and reaſon. Bur a few thoughts 
yet occur to me, which may tend not a little to il- 
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Juſtrate the ſubject, and give additional force to all 
that has been advanced upon it. 

In the book of Revelation; the laſt and one of 
the moſt precious legacies, that Chriſt Jeſus ever 
bequeathed to his church, we have a wonderful ac- 
count of the plan of Providence, or the myſtery of 
God, from the time of John down to the final 
judgement : deſcribed in ſublime though often dif- 
ficult figures. As this myſterious book expreſsly 
and indeed chiefly treats of the concerns of the 
chriſtian church: if it ever had been the intention 
of Providence, that this church (I mean here the 
true New Teſtament church), ſhould have been al- 
lied to, interwoven with, and ſupported by the civil 
powers of this world, it would I apprehend, have 
been recorded and prophefied of in this book. But 
does that prophetic ſpirit which ſpeaks to the 
churches, to the churches of every age, ever uy ſo ? 
I am convinced by a peruſal of this book that it 
does not. But though it ſays nothing of an union 
of the true church with the ſtate, it ſpeaks plainly 
of a falſe corrupt church, a great ſpiritual whore, 
a dreadful antichriſtian apoſtacy that ſhall ariſe, in 
cloſe connection and harmony with the powers of 
this world; which ſhall overwhelm and oppreſs the 
true church of God for a ſeries of ages: a time, and 
times, and half atime; forty-rwo months ; or twelve 
hundred and ſixty prophetical days or years. 

This dreadful perſecuting power is delineated by 


different figures and metaphors. The Dragon ſpoken 


of Rev. XII, denotes the power of pagan Rome, 
which perſecuted the primitive chriſtians ; and has 
no farther connection with the apoſtacy, than 


merely devolving his power, his ſeat, and great autho- 


rity upon it.“ The two fierce and ſavage Beaſts deſ- 
cribed Rev. XIII, are the proper emblems of the 
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apoſtate church, as upheld, protected and cheriſhed 
by the civil power; and point at different modi- 
fications of antichriſtian tyranny. 

Thar the civil power ſhall be connected with the 
apoſtate church, and vice ver/a, the apoſtate church 
interwoven with, and made a part of the conſtitu- 
tion of the governing powers of modern Europe, is 
plainly propheſied of and declared in Rev. XVII. 
12, 13. And the ten horns which thou ſaweſt are ten 
kings which have received no kingdom as yet ; but re- 
ccive power as kings one hour with the beaſt. T heſe have 
one mind, and ſhall give their power and ſtrength unto 
the beast. Now nothing can be clearer from the con- 
text, than that theſe ten kings or kingdoms are the 
diſmembered parts of the Roman Empire; which 
after it was diflolved and divided by frequent inva- 
- fions of barbarous nations, grew up into diſtin& 
ſovereignties, nearly about the time that the power 
of the Pope, and eccleſiaſtical tyranny in general 
was perfected. Great Britain is included in the 
number of theſe kingdoms : for it is well known 
that all England, and the ſouthern part of Scotland 
aiſo formed a part of the Roman Empire. 

Here is plain and pregnant proof, that it is the 
falſe corrupt church and not the true ; which ſhall 
be affociated and incorporated with the civil power. 
It is never faid that any of theſe ten kings or king- 
doms, in any period of their duration, ſhall eſtabliſh 
or cherith the two witneſſes, or the woman that was 
obliged to fly from the Dragon iato the wilderneſs. 
And this leads me on to another argument. The 
prophetic ſpirit in the Revelation not only declares 
that the beaſt, that is, the falſe apoſtate, commonly 
called the orthodox church, ſhall be upheld and 
ſtrengthened by the Kings or civil powers of modern 
Europe; but it alſo expreſsly aſſerts, that theſe 
fame powers ſhall oppoſe, oppreſs, and aillict the true 
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church or the ſaints of the molt high, for the ſpace 
of forty- two months or twelve hundred and ſixty 
years. Rev. XIII. 1,—5 to 9. And I 5190 upon the 
ſand of the ſea, and ſaw a beast rise up out of the ſea, 
having ſeven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blaſphemy. 
And there was given unto him-amouth ſpeaking great 
things, and blaſphemies, and power was given unto 
him to continue (literally, to make war) forty and two 
months. And he opened his mouth in blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God, to blaſpheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given 
unto him to make war with the ſaints, and to overcome 
them : and power was given him over all kindreds, 
and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the 
carth ſhall worſhip him, whose names are not written 
in the book of life of the Lamb /lain from the founda- 
tion of the world. If any man have an ear, let him 
hear. Rev. XVII. 14. These (viz. the ten kings 
beforementioned) hall make war with the Lamb 
&c. See alſo Rev. Chapters XI, and XII through - 
out, where the true church is characteriſed by the 
two witneſſes, and the woman who fled. into the 
wilderneſs, and was nouriſhed there. It may be 
alſo proper to read the deſcription of the ſecond 
beaſt, and compare it with what is ſaid of the firſt, 
Rev. XIII. II tothe end. 

From the proofs here offered I think it may be 
fairly inferred, that no church or churches in al- 
liance with any of the ten kings or kingdoms of 
modern Europe, during the period of twelve hun- 
dred and ſixty years, can be the true New Teftament 
church. Whether they altogether (without ex- 
ception) make up the body of the great whore, or 
form conſtituent parts of any of the two ſavage 
beaſts, is another and very delicate queſtion. That 
the church of Rome forms a very conſiderable part 
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of the Whore of Babylon, or the Beaſt, I have rior 
the ſmalleſt doubt. But I am a little ſhy, and would 
be even ſorry, to bring down all the Proteſtant Eſta- 
bliſhments to her level. There are degrees in guilt 
as well as in grace : and ſome of theſe eſtabliſh- 
ments are ſurely better than others. 

Let us for the preſent if poſſible, take the moſt 
lenient and candid fide of the queſtion. Myſtery 
Babylon the great, is ſaid to be Rev. XVII. 5. the 


mother of harlots and abominations of the earth. Let 


us ſuppoſe then the church of Rome with the Pope 
her head, to be this mother of harlots ; and the 
modern eſtabliſhments her daughters. It is not un- 
{ſuitable to the character of a hariot to have progeny. 
In ſome of theſe daughters we can trace the like- 
neſs of the mother ſtrongly, in others more faintly. 
Some of them have not a little of the fire, impetu- 
oſity, ſelfiſhneſs and cruelty of their great anceſtor: 
others are tolerably good humoured. All of them 
were moſt dangerous and untractable in their early 
youth ; and have grown wiſer as they grew older. 
Age andexperience has taught them ſome degree of 
wiſdom. Tho? a Lady in a neighbouring country, 
is well known yet to be very variable and caprici- 
ous in her temper. Sometimes ſhe will ſubſide in- 
to a perfect calm of indifference ; and at other times 
ſhe will be ſeized with a ſudden ſplenetic fit, a par- 
oxyſm of fury, exhibit at once all the raging forni- 
cation of Babylon, and exclaim confuſion and dam- 
nation to Diſſenters. When ſhe is under this de- 
lirium, nothing can reclaim her or bring her to 
reaſon, but a little ſecular chaſtiſement, and the 
ſtrong hand of civil power; which her own huſ- 
band tho' he loves and indulges her too much, finds 
himſelf under the neceſſity of inflicting. 
To ſpeak without a figure. I ſhall ſay nothing 
herg, of the foreign eſtabliſhments as that would 


(33 3 


lead me too far : but with regard to thoſe of our 
own country it may be obſerved, that the church 
of England exhibits and diſplays far more of the 
features, lineaments, and diſpoſition of the Roman 
Proftitute, than the church of Scotland does. Her 
Articles, liturgical ſervice, and whole eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution, are evidently formed upon that model. 
Henry the eighth, her firſt /upreme head, was a real 
Pope of a civil kind, as furious, bigotted, and into- 
lerant, as the univerſal Biſhop of Rome had been 
before him. The title of ſupreme head has been 
ſince changed into that of Governor: but a ſimilar 
power is {till claimed tho* more gently exerciſed. 
I have already ſpoken of the Perſecutions of Preſ- 
byterians and other Diſſenters in the arbitrary reigns 
of Charles the firſt and ſecond : which it is well 
known were promoted by the Biſhops of the En- 
gliſh Church. Theſe Biſhops, and all the high 
church clergy together, have been not a little cur- 
bed and reſtrained ſince the Revolution, by the 
prudent regulations of the legiſlature. The con- 
vocation, that conclave of prieſtly power and prieſt- 
ly tyranny has been almoſt taken away. 

Whatever zeal the high prieits of the church of 
England, may pretend for his preſent Majeſty, it 
1s no ſecret, that many of them were the profeſſed 
enemies of his royal Grand Father, and Great 
Grand Father; theſe two worthy Princes George 
the firſt and ſecond. And when they found 
they could no longer procure the aſſiſtance of 
the civil power to aid them in the proſecution of 
Diſſenters, they had recourſe to the mob. I ſpeak 
not here of the late riot at Birmingham, that, and 
the cauſe of it, is known to all who have read the 
public prints; and J have touched upon it in the 
Diſcourſe that follows this Eflay. But I allude to 
thoſe tumults in the end of the reign of Queen 
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Anne, and ſoon after the acceſſion of George the 
firſt, When the rude, ignorant, unchriſtianized 
populace, ſtimulated by the ſeditious harangues of 
the Tory high church prieſthood, aſſembled in vaſt 
multitudes, andwith diabolical fury pulled down the 
Meeting houſes of Preſbyterians and other Diſſenters 
in London, and various parts of England. Theſe 
inſurrections were ſo frequently renewed and oc- 
caſioned ſuch wide- ſpreading devaſtation, that the 
Government found it neceſſary to interpoſe: and 
make expreſs Laws in order to check ſuch infernal 
proceedings. The famous Mob- Act owed its origin 
to theſe tumults, for which we may thank the cler- 


About this time ſome ſpirited writers appeared 
in favour of religious liberty; who attacked with 
invincible force of argument and manly eloquence 
the abſurd claims of high-Church; and rendered 
the Prieſts odious and contemptible to the think- 
ing part of the nation. Among theſe, the au- 
thors of the Independent Whig made a diſtinguiſh- 
ed figure. This periodical paper was the joint pro- 
duction of the Wit of England and Scotland. Tren- 
chard and Gordon were its principal authors. Any 
body who would wiſh to ſee theſe perſecuting prieſts 
properly expoſed, and handled as they deſerve, may 
read this book. There is a copy of it to be found 
in the public library of Montroſe, which fome years 
ago J had the honourof preſenting. I thought it ne- 


ceſſary to touch a little upon theſe matters: for I have 


not yet torgot the cry of high church and Sacheverel 


for ever, tho' ſome are now willing to forget it. 


I have little more to ſay in regard to the church 
of Scotland than I have ſaid already. I have a ten- 
derneſs and even a ſympathy for her; and would 
be glad if I could with truth ſtrike her out of the 


antichriſtian liſt altogether. Not to ſay more about 
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the ſolemn league and covenant, which I charitably 
hope ſhe has ſincerely renounced and is now aſham- 
ed of: her works even 1n later periods have not 
been perfect before God. Witneſs the animated 
oppoſition ſhe made in Parliament in the reign of 

ueen Anne, to the toleration of episcopal Diſ- 
ſenters in Scotland. Witneſs alſo the turbulent diſ- 
poſition of many of her {ynods, when it was propoſ- 
ed to grant the Roman Catholics the liberty of pub- 
blic worſhip. Witneſs the horrid unchriſtian mob 
at Edinburgh, when the Catholic chapel was burnt, 
and the houſe, library and furniture of its Biſhop 
deſtroyed.“ Theſe are ſad blemiſhes and favour much 
of the Babylonian ſpirit. But in mitigation of this 
charge it ought to be mentioned, that ſeveral of her 
miniſters were on the fide of toleration, ſpoke 
and wrote in favour of it; and teſtified their disappro- 
bation of the temper of the majority. 


Ho long the preſent modern eſtabliſhments in 
Europe may continue, it is not eaſy to fay. But 
it is probable, that when Great Babylon comes in re- 
membrance before God, (Rev.xv1. 19.)tboſe church- 
es who either form a part of her, or copy after her 
example will not be of long continuance. As in 
Paris lately there was one large Baſtille and a great 
many ſmaller ſtate-priſons : ſo in Chriſtendom there 
is one great Babylon and ſeveral of inferior note. 
And as in Paris when the great Baſtille was de- 
moliſhed the ſmaller ſtate priſons were removed: ſo 
In Summer 1779 the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland pub- 
liſhed a Declaration; in Wich after expreſling “their attachment to 
the principles of civil and religious Liberty, and their earneſt deſire that 
unaver{al toleration, and liberty of conſcience, may be extended to P: 0- 
teſtants of every denomination”; they difplay the ſame narrow ſen- 
timents againſt the toleration of Papiſts, as the Synods above mentioned 


Had done before them. If the latter part of their Declaration deſerves 
blame, the former ſurely merits praiſe. 
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in Chriſtendom when Babylon the great falls, the 
ſpiritual dungeons of ſubſcription and human autho- 
rity will probably fall alſo.* That I may not paſs for 
a fool or an enthuſiaſt in what I have advanced, I 
will here gladly take ſhelter under the wing of that 
great philoſopher, reſpectable writer, and good 
chriſtian Dr. Hartley ; who wrote upwards of forty 
years ago, and wonderful to tell was a member of the 
charch of England. After making ſome obſerva- 
tions on the prohability that all the preſent civil 
Governments will be overturned, Dr. Hartley has 


the following paſlage. 


c Prop. 82. It is probable, that the preſent forms 
« of Church government will be difſolved. This 
* propoſition follows from the foregoing. The 
& civil and eccleſiaſtical powers are ſo interwoven 
&« and cemented together, in all the countries of 
* Chriſtendom, that if the firſt fall, the laſt muſt fall 
* alſo. But there are many Prophecies which de- 


* The mention of the Baſtille recalls to my memory the late glori- 

ous Revolution in France; in favour and approbation of which I am hap- 
y to bear a public and ſincere teſtimony. I call it a glorious Revo- 
ution, becauſe its principles are founded on the Rights of Man, the 
natural equality of human nature; and calculated to promote peace and 
univerſal happineſs. Gallant Nation! May ye never fall a prey to in- 
teſtine commorion or foreign invaſion, If the deſpotic Kings of the earth 
will not permit you to enjoy in peace the fruits of that fair and equal ſyi- 


tem of Liberty ye have ercQed : if they will needs unreaſonably inter- 


meddle in your affairs, and attempt to reduce you to that ſtate of ſlav 


from which ye have nobly emancipated yourſelves : may ſhame, confuſion 
and diſgrace attend their baſe hoſtile deſigns. May ye go forth againft 


them in the ftrength of God the Lord. May the Angel of the Lord 
encamp with your armies, cover the heads of your generous ſons in the 
day of battle, and flaſh deſtruction in the faces of * enemies. But if 
Providence has otherwiſe appointed, if you muſt fall; and French Liber- 
ty like Marcellus in Virgil ſhall be only ſhewn to the world and then 
diſappear, I ſubmit to the myſterious councils of heaven. My opinion 
however of the rectitude of your meafures will not be changed. The 
brave, the good, the virtuous, are often expoſed to misfortunes in this 
world, Let tyrants call you rebels and traitors, I ſhall always eſteeny 

ou as heroes and Patriots. I ſhall conſecrate your aſhes. Each revolve 
ing fourteenth of July will be a faſt day to me, and 1 ſhall fill a tem- 
perate glaſs to your hohoured memories, and mingle tears with it. 
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clare the fall of the Eccleſiaſtical powers of the 
chriſtian world. And though each church ſeems 
to flatter itſelf with the hopes of being exempred; 
yet it is very plain, that the prophetical charac- 
ters belong to them all. They have all left the 
true, pure, ſimple Religion; and teach for doc- 
trines the commandments of men. They are all 
merchants of the earth, and have ſet up a king- 


* dom of this world, abounding in riches, tempor- 


al power, and external pomp, They have all 
a dogmatizing ſpirit, and perſecute ſuch as do 
not receive their own mark, and worſhip the 
image which they have ſet up. They all negle& 
Chriſts command of preaching the goſpel to all 
nations, and even that of going to the lo/# ſheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael, there being innumerable 
multitudes in all chriſtian countries, who have 
never been taught to read, and who are, in other 
reſpe&ts alſo, deſtitute of the means of ſaving 
knowledge, It is very true that the church of 
Rome is Babylon the great, and the mother of har- 
lots, and of the abominations of the earth. But 
all the reſt have copied her example, more or 
leſs. They have all received money, like Gehazi; 
and therefore the leproſy of Naaman will cleave 
to them, and to their ſeed for ever. And this 
impurity may be conſidered not only as juſtifying 
the application of the prophecies to all the chriſ- 
tian churches, but as a natural cauſe for their 
downfall. The corrupt Governors of the ſeveral 
churches will ever oppoſe the true Goſpel, and 
in ſo doing will bring ruin upon themſelves. The 
deſtruction of the temple at Jerusalem, and of the 
hierarchy of the Jews, may likewiſe be con- 
ſidered as a type and preſage of the deſtruction 
of that Fudaical form of rites, ceremonies, and 


( 28 ) 


* human ordinances, which takes place, more or 
“ leſs, in all chriſtian countries.” * 


Some things that follow in Dr. Hartley, I by no 
means approve of, particularly where he ſays, “ it 
follows trom theſe conſiderations, that good men 
<« ought to ſubmit to the eccleſiaſtical powers that 
< be for conſcience ſake, as well as to the civil 
ones. They are both from God as far as re- 
5 ſpects inferiors.“ But if theſe eccleſiaſtical powers 
are as bad as he repreſents them, and I believe 
them to be, and alſo probably devoted to deſtruc- 
tion, they cannot be from God in a good ſenſe. It 
is therefore high time for every good man that 
thinks of them as Dr. Hartley did, and I do, to flee 
out of them as Lot did from Sodom, when he was 
apprized of its approaching overthrow. It canne- 
ver be the duty of a good man to ſubmit to 
«© merchants of the earth, a kingdom of this world,” 
to thoſe who are infected with the“ incurable je- 
proſy of Gehazi;” and where © the corrupt Go- 
vernors of the ſeveral churches will ever oppoſe the 
true Goſpel.” Dr. Hartley by theſe and other ex- 
preſſions, has pronounced their condemnation, and 
ſupplied Diſſenters with the beſt reaſons in the world 
for oppoſing eſtabliſhments. It is true the good man 
afterwards qualifies the ſubmiſſion he recommends, 
by adding, * providing diſobedience to God be not 
enjoined, which is ſeldom the caſe” But ſurely diſ- 
obedience to God muſt be enjoined, or implied, 
where “the true Goipel” is “ oppoſed;”” and will 
be © ever oppoſed.” But without being at the 
trouble to confute farther, what needs no confuta- 
tion, let us enquire what conduct the prophetic voice 
from heaven recommends to Chriſtians, with reſpect 


* 


* Hartley \ obſervations on Man &c. Vol. 2d, p. 370. London, 1749. 
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to coftupticns in myſtical Babylon. Rev. XVIII. 

4. Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partak- 
” of her ſins ; and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
This is deciſive, and comes in the place of a thou- 
ſand arguments. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. Thoſe who will not hearken to this prophetic 


voice, or do not conceive it tg be addreſſed to them, 


will never liſten to me ; and I ſhall fay no more. on 
the ſubject. 


When I condemn eſtabliſhmerits ſo much, Iwould 
not be underitood as intending to throw out the leaſt 
reflection, upon the private characters of any who 
are members of them. I meddle not with indi- 


viduals : it is bodies politic and eccleſiaſtical con- 


ſtitutious that I have in view. I acknowledge with 
pleaſure, and am truly thankful, that there have 
been, and are, many excellent perſons, good citizens, 
and learned divines in all eſtabliſhments : not ex- 
cepting the church of England, and the church of 
Rome. I am ſenſible of all the real merit of a Tillot- 
gon, Burnet, Clark, Hoadley, &c. in the former: and 
of a Pascal, Fenelon, Simon, Calmet, with others in 
the latter. I write from the fulneſs and ſincerity of 
my heart; and I have no intention to give any body 
unneceſlary offence. If there are any weak or 
wicked enough to think or ſay, that I ought to be 
called to account for what I have written, I ſhall tell 
them in reply; that they underſtand not the rights 
of man, or the genius of Chriſtianity ; and know nor 
what ſpirit they are of. 


I wiſh no evil to any perſon : but on the contrary, 
the higheſt good to the whole family of Adam, the 
univerſal community of Mankind. And in parti— 


cular, my hearts fire and prayer to God, for all 
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that name the bleſſed name of Christ, however cor. 
ruptly and imperfectly, is, that they may be enlight- 
ened, accepted, and finally saved. 


* 


— — 
g * 


N. B. The following diſcourſes are a ſpecimen 
of many that the author has compoſed from the Reve- 
lation, and other places of ſcripture, in defence of 
our common Chriſtianity. Whether any more of 
theſe Diſcourſes mall ſee the light depends on 
circumſtances. 


TWO 


DISCOURSES 


DELIVERED TO A SMALL BODY OP 
CuRISTIANS AT MONTROSE; 


ON THE 3. OF JULY AND 2. OF AUGUST LAST: 


BEING A COMMENT or 


F * REVELATION XIV. 


Rev. III. 5, 11. He that overcometh, the ſame ſhall 
be clothed in white raiment ; and 1 will nut blot out 
bis name out of the book of life, for 1 will confejs his 
name before my Father, and before his Angets.— 

Behold, I come quickly : hold that fait which thou hast, 

that no man take thy crowns | 
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10 
THOMAS FYSHE PALMER, 


PREACHER or Tur GOSPEL 
IN THE | 


UNITARIAN CONGREGATION or DUNDEE. 


DEAR SIR, 


APPREH END no apology is neceſſary, 
chat give you none of theſe clerical ap- 
pellations; which are often incentives tv 
vanity, and are at beſt but a poor encomi- 
um on real deſert. I know you deſpiſe 
them as much as I do, who can lay no 
claim to them, Every man 1s the artificer 
of his own merit : and where true merit ex- 
iſts, it cannot be raiſed or amplified in the 
judgement of men of ſenſe by an empty 
title. | 

My eſteem for you is not founded 
upon birth, fortune, or academical diſtincti- 
on. You might have poſſeſſed all theſe 
in the moſt eminent degree, without in the 
leaſt attracting my obſervation or engag- 


1 


ing my affection. It is your abandoning 
thoſe flattering proſpects that lay before 
you, your open and fearleſs aſſent to 
truth poor unbefriended truth, that has 
given you a place in my heart, and 
prompts me this day to make public men- 
tion of your name. 

Viewing you in the light of a devout 
worſhipper of Jehovah the only true God, 
a ſteady aſſertor of his proper Unity, and 
as a ſincere believer in the divine miſſion 
and reſurrection of Chriſt, I preſent you 
with theſe diſcourſes. 

Concerning points leſs momentous, you 
and 1 may have had, and ſtill may have, 
our differences of opinion; which may at- 
ford room for the exerciſe of mutual can- 
dour and charity. That the Divine Being 


. may lead each of us into the knowledge 


of all neceſſary truth, and preſerve us from 
hurtfulerror, is the ſincere withand prayer of 


DEAR SIR, 


yYOUR FRIEND, and FELLOW-LABOURER F 


IN THE GOSPEL OF JESUS, 


WILLIAM CHRISTIE. 


MoxTRo3r gth. October 1791. c | 


DISCOURSE I. 


Rev. XIV. I 


And TI locked, and lo, a Lamb ſtood on the mount Sion, 
and with him an hundred forty and four thouſand, 
having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 
And I heard a woice from heaven, as the woice of 
many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder ; 
and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their 
harps: Andthey ſung as it were a new ſong be- 

51 fore the throne, and before the four beaſts, and the 
elders : and no man could learn that ſong, but the 
hundred and forty and four thouſand, which were 
redeemed from the earth. Theſe are they which 
were not defiled with women ; for they are virgins : 
theſe are they which follow the Lamb whitherſo- 
ever he goeth : theſe were redeemed from among 
men, being the firſt fruits unt God and to the 
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile : 
for they are without fault before the throne of God. 
And I ſaw another angel fly in the midſt of heaven, 
having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, ſaying, with a 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, for tbe 
hour of his judgement is come : and worſhip him that 
made heaven and Ds and the ſea, and ihe foun« 
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tains of waters. And there followed another an- 
gel, ſaying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great 
city, becauſe ſhe made all nations drink of the wine 
of the wrath of her fornication. 


Chriſtian Brethren, 


I 


N the preceding chapter, we had before us a 
dreadful deſcription and proſpect of that An- 
tichriſtian Tyranny which ſhould ſo long op- 
preſs the church, exhibited to us under the figure 
of two wild and ſavage beaſts. The verſes we have 
juſt now read, preſent us with a beautiful contraſt 
ro that horrid and diſagreeable ſcene. Here, we 
have a comfortable and encouraging viſion of the 
faithful diſciples of Chriſt ; who have ſurmounted 
all the temptations and corruptions of the world, 
and are accounted worthy to ſtand before the Son 
of Man. 

Ver. 1. And TI lozked, and lo, a Lamb 
food on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thouſand, having his Father's name 
written in their foreheads. 

By the Lamb ſtanding on Mount Sion, we are 
to underſtand our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; before called 
a Lamb in this prophecy on account ofhis innocence 
and virtue, and whom John the author of it, in his 
Goſpel, introduces the Baptiſt as ſtyling, the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the fin of the world.+ The 
one hundred forty and four thouſand who attend 
upon the Lamb, are the whole body of true and 
fincere chriſtians : the redeemed company ; who 
by the purity of their faith, the ſanctity of their mo- 
rals, and their exemplary character, are eminently 
diſtinguiſhed from an unbelieving, a vain, and cor- 
rupt world. That happy company follow the 


+ John I. 29. 
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Lamb whereſoever he goeth, keep cloſe by him, 
and count it their greateſt glory to belong to him. 

We are not to imagine from the number one 
hundred forty and fourthouſand here uſed, that the 
redeemed company is limited to it, and cannot ex- 
ceed it. The number 144 is ſymbolical, and 1s 
raiſed from the root 12 multiplied into itſelf; in 
alluſion as is thought to the twelve Apoſtles or 
heads of the chriſtian church, and the twelve Pa- 
triarchs or tribes of Iſrael, This Society are faid 
according to our tranſlation, to have his Father's 
name (viz. the Father of Chriſt or the Lamb,) 
written in their foreheads. It is here proper to take 
notice of a various reading. The Alexandrine Ma- 
nuſcript, with near twenty more, the Vulgate,Syriac, 
and other ancient verſions, with ſome Fathers, read 
in this place, having his name, and his Father's name, 
written in their foreheads ; that is, the name of the 
Lamb or Chriſt, and the Father alſo. f I am inclined 
to think that this laſt reading is the true one. It 
has great authority from Manuſcripts, verſions, and 
Fathers to ſupport it, and is approved beſides by 
ſeveral very learned men. The ſenſe is indeed 
nearly the ſame either way, but the laſt is more 
eminently deſcriptive of Chriſtians, whoſe great 
creed is to believe in one God, and one mediator be— 
tween God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 5 By 
this inſcription and deſignation, they are diſtinguiſhed 
and diſcriminated. from the followers of the beaſt, 
who receive their religion from man ; whereas the 
true and intrepid chriſtian acknowledges no autho- 
rity in religion but God and Chriſt : God the ſu- 
preme author, and Chriſt the revealer and meſſen- 
ger. 


The beauty of this inſcription, which tho? figura- 


+ Wetflecin in loco $-1 Tim. II. 5, 


N 
4 
* 
% 
} 
7 


* r 


e 


— Z 
> on Gy A RY 


3 


— — — — wi > — * - — — — — 
S ˙ ge 7 oY WO ITY.- 
” o _ * a 2 A? — 


— 


2 — 9 
- a” ad. %* * c 
"©: n 3 


— 


— 2 


—_ 


- — — — 
a 2 —ͤ—ũ—důl ĩ — S— 
— 7 * 
* 


. 


tive in itſelf denotes what is real and ſubſtantial, 
cannot be clearly underſtood without comparing it 
with the mark of the beaſt mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter, to which it is contraſted ; and which 
we had under conſideration on a former occaſion. 
We then obſerved among other things, that the 
mark of the beaſt ſignified, a ſubmiſſion to human 
decrees in matters of religion; tamely giving up the 
the judgement of our own minds, and acquieſcing 
in a Religion manufactured to our hands by a tate 
or a church without proper enquiry or examination: 
or contrary to the light of our own underſtandings, 
and the impartial verdi& of our conſciences. 
Thoſe who have the ſacred amp of Chriſt and 
his Father upon them, will act ſuitably to ſuch an 
exalted character. Their conduct will be materially 
and effentially different from the mere children of 
this world, whoſe part and portion is only in this 
preſent liſe. They will be ſtrangers to cunning, to 
deceit, and prevarication, in every tranſaction; 
more eſpecially i in what regards Religion. They 
will never ſtand in awe of man whoſe breath is in his 
noſtrils ; but will give a free and full aſſent to truth, 
— ſacred and unalterable truth, even in the loweſt 
poſſible external circumſtances. Having the ſeal 
of God and Chriſt upon them, they will pay no re- 
gard to man's Divinity ; or to that impious rant of 
creeds, confeſſions, and articles, that clerical impoſ- 
ture has framed, and civil authority in ages of igno- 
rance and darkneſs has fanRioned: A Pope, a Biſ- 
hop, a Prieſt, a King, and a Parliament, are all the 
ſame to them; when acting in a capacity they have 
no right to act in. They diſavow them all as re- 
ligious guides and governors, and bow only to the 
authority of God, as manifeſted and declared by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And here give me leave to 
Introduce an anecdote, which does great honour ro 
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a worthy Gentleman long fince deceaſed. Soon af- 
ter that Revolution which = been ſo often ſtyled 
glorious, a motion was made and paſſed in parlia- 
ment againſt a certain body of Chriſtians, which re- 
flects everlaſting diſgrace on thoſe who paſſed it. 


The Gentleman before mentioned who was a mem- 


ber of the houſe of Commons, after oppoſing it ob- 
ſerved, that tho* he would pay all due reſpect and 
allegiance to a parliamentary King, he would have 
nothing to do with a parliamentary God or a parlia- 
mentary Religion. Nothing could be better expreſ- 
ſed, or more to the purpoſe. But we proceed. 

Ver. 2- and 3. And I heard a voice from heaven, 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a 
great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harp- 
ing with their harps : and they ſung as it were a 
new ſong before the throne, and before the four beaſts, 
and the elders: and no man could learn that ſong, 
But. the hundred forty and four thouſand, which were 
redeemed from the eartb. 

The plan of theſe prophecies, often introduces 
« the church in heaven as a chorus, with great pro- 
« priety and elegance, as a noble and moving part 
of the drama.” They are here deſcribed, “with 
voices ſtrong as the roaring of the ſea, and loud 
* as thunder, but muſical and harmonious, as if a 
* great number of voices were joined in full con- 
& cert, with ſymphonies of muſical inſtruments as 
s in the ſolemn worſhip of the temple. They are 
© engaged in a ſolemn act of worſhip before the 
* throne of God, his moſt immediate preſence, in 
* company with thoſe living creatures which repre- 
* ſented the Angels of God, and with the four and 
% twenty elders, who ſignified the Patriarchs and 
* Apoſtles, as repreſentatives of the Jewiſh and 
* Chriſtian churches now united into one. The 
«© Pſalm of praiſe they ſung was of a new compo- 
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&« ſition ; the full knowledge and underſtanding of 
« which was peculiar to thoſe perſons who had been 
ce truly conſecrated to God, and had been delivered 
* from the corruptions fo generally prevailing in 
& the world.“ 5 | 
There is ſomething my Brethren, in the joys of 
Religion, that the ſlaves of ſenſuality and pleaſure 
can neither comprehend nor relith. Their ener- 
vated minds are fo petrified with the love of this 


world, ſo debaſed by an attachment to carnal ſen- 


ſations, that they cannot enter into, or elevate them- 
ſelves to the ſublimity of devotion. 

Ver. 4. Theſe are they which were not defiled with 
women ; for they are virgins : theſe are they which 


follow the lamb whitherſoever he goeth,: theſe were 


redeemed from among men, being the firlt fruits unto 
God and to the Lamb. 7 | 
There is no manner of doubt, but the exemplary 


perſons here defcribed, will ſtudy to keep themſelves 


free from carnal pollutions of every kind: but 1 
apprehend that is not the proper meaning of the ex- 
preflions uſed in the firſt clauſe of this verſe. Idol- 
atrous corruptions of Religion, are in the ſtyle of 
ſcripture, and agreeably to the phraſeology of the 
Old Teſtameut and the new, called fornication and 


adultery. Thus the people of Iſrael and Judah of 


old, when they left the true God for the worſhip of 
Idols, are ſaid to commit whoredom. And in this 
book of Revelation, the figures of which are found- 
ed upon, and in a great part borrowed from the 
old Teſtament ; the apoſtate idolatrous church is 
ſtyled the great whore, yea the mother of harlots, and 
thoſe who keep company with her, are faid to 
commit ſpiritual fornication. This is an eaſy and 
very beautiful figure; for as the true church is a 
chaſte virgin espoufed to Chriſt, to when her mem- 


S Lowwman's Paraphraſe 8vo. p. 215, 216. 
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bers break looſe from her, and join themſelves to 
the falſe and corrupt religions of this world, they. 
may be ſaid to play the harlot, and to commit for- 


nication, or adultery, againſt their true and 


only proper huſband. This ſpiritual fornication 
is of the moſt dangerous and deſtructive kind; 
and ſhould be ſtudiouſly avoided by all thoſe 
who wiſh to ſit down at the marriage ſupper of the 
Lamb. 

The excellent perſons here deſcribed, are ſaid with 
beautiful ſimplicity of expreſſion to follow the Lamb 
whitherjoever he gocth. They delight in him; they love 
him with pure untainted love. Where he is they reſol- 
ve to be alſo. They take him for better and for worſe, 
and count his ſervice perfect freedom. The thought 
of a divorce, or an act of Infidelity, would fill them 
with uneaſineſs, grief, and horror. As the firſt 
* born and firſt fruits under the Law, were holy 
& and conſecrated to God, ſo were theſe perſons 
ce redeemed from the reſt of mankind, freed from 
ce the antichriſtian corruptions of the church, to 
& ſerve God according to the truth of the chriſtian 
& religion, faith, and worſhip.”+ 

Ver. 5. And in their mouth was found no guile : 
for they are without fault bejore the throne of God. 
How different, as we have often had occaſion to 
obſerve, are the maxims of Chriſtianity from the 
maxims of the world. The world is too frequently 
a commerce of falſchood. Mutually deceiving and 
being deceived. How much treachery and diſhmu- 
lation, how much guile and malice, do we find in 
our general intercourſe with mankind. Some can 
tell lies on any occaſion without feeling or remorſe. 
Others are more ſubtle and retined, and have re- 
courſe to various fineſſes, which tho? not ſo groſs in 
themſelves, are real breaches of ſacred and invio- 
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labltruth. But the company of true and faithful 
chriſtians are quite of an oppoſite caſt, In their 
mouth is found no guile. They will not deceive 
any man, nor impoſe upon him. Simple in their 
manners, they are ſtrangers to fraud and cunning, 
and ſpeak the truth from their hearts. And if they 
are ſo in the ordmary concerns of life, they endea- 


vour if poſſible to be ſtill more ſtri& in the impor- 


tant concerns of Religion. Their religion is the re- 
ligion of the heart, enli ghtened by the underſtanding. 

Equally remote from the grimace of hypocriſy, and 
the zloom of ſuperſtition, they wiſh to offer unto 
God the (incenſe of a pure and holy mind, and to 
be without fault before his throne. Human i imper- 
fection, weakneſſes, and infirmities will no doubt 

cleave unto them: but they are their burden, they 
deſire to throw them off, and ſtruggle to get free. 
And if they cannot be ſo perfect as they wiſh to be, 
they at lealt do not allow themſelves in the practice 
of any wilful.deliberate ſin. 

Ver. 6. and 7. And I ſaw another angel fly in the 
midst f heaven, having the everlasting goſpel to, 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, ſaying 
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, 


for the hour of his judgement is come: and worſhip 


him that made heaven and earth, and the ſea, and 
the fountains of waters. 

We have here Brethren, an animating motive to 
conſtancy and perſeverance in true religion. The 
Goſpel we believe, and we preach, is an everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel: : tho? it has hitherto been kept down by 
Perſecution, and deſtroyed {till more by corruption. 
Yet in the end it will recover itſelf, and reſume all 
its primitive luſtre. Upheld by divine Providence, 
the gates of hell, and Y terrors of death, ſh:ill not 
prevail againſt it. It will rife again on the wings of 
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Fame, elevate itſelf anew, and extend its triumphs 
to them that dwell on the earth, to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people. Do you aſk what 
the ſubſtance of this Goſpel is, when it ſhall be 
preached in its original purity ? I will repeat it a- 
gain in the words of an Angel. Fear God and give 
glory to him, for the hour of his Judgement is come: 
and worſhip him that made heaven and earth, and 
the ſea, and the Leg of waters. This my chriſ- 
tian, unitarian friends, is the fundamental article of 
the Goſpel, declared by an Angelic teſtimony.|} 
Here let us reſt as upon an impenetrable rock, 
that cannot be aſſaulted but at the peril of thoſe 
that do it. When the tempeſt roars, the winds 
blow, and the waters are ready to overflow, here 
we have ſolid footing ; a manſion ready to receive 
us that is not built upon ſand. Compared with 
this foundation, what are all the fabricks of ſu- 
perſtition, that prieſteraft has invented or ſophiſ- 
try has reared? What but refuges of lies, cobwebs 
of a moment, bubbles that are ready to break; 
and muſt at laſt give way before the force of all 
prevailing truth! And this brings me to the follow- 
ing, | 

Ver. 8. And there followed another angel, ſaying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, becauſe Be 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication. | . 

In cloſe connection with the triumph and final 
victory of true Religion, or the everlaſting Goſpel, 
ſtands the fall of Babylon :—My/ery, Babylon the 
great, the mother of harlots, and abominations of the 


earth, | Delenda eft Carthago. If Babylon does 


| When 1 call this, the ſubſtance, or fundamental article of the Goſ- 


pel, as it moſt certainly is, I do not mean to exclude any other, that pro- 
perly belorgs to the fyſtem, | 
Rev. XVII. 5. 
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not fall, the Kingdom of Chriſt cannot come in its 
full extent : nor the everlaſting Goſpel be preached to 
them that dwell on the, earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people. Truth and error are 
incompatible : the ſeed of the ſerpent muſt be 
deſtroyed, before the ſeed of the woman can flou- 
riſh. In vain are all compromiſes, all commutations, 
all partial and temporary meliorations, and reforma- 
tions. While the corrupted and poiſoned fountain 
remains, the ſtreams can neither be made ſweet nor 
ſalutary. We have it upon the word of an Angel 
that Babylon ſhall l, and therefore we may truſt 
the execution of this promiſe with God, rejoice in 
the expectation of 1t as we are called upon to do; and 


in the mean time poſſeſs our ſouls in patience, and 


commit them as unto the keeping of a faithful 
Creator. 

There is a reaſon and a good reaſon too, here 
aligned, for the overthrow of Babylon: and that 
is, becauſe ſhe made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication She has preſented her 
intoxicating cup to all nations within the pale of the 
Roman Empire, and they have all drunk with avi- 
dity the delicious rho? poiſoned draught. And the 
effect of the cup. has been correſpondent to the hor- 
rid ingredients of which it is eompoſed. It has 
deprived the nations of their ſober ſenſes, and made 
them mad and delirious. Surely then, a power that 
has occaſioned ſo much complicated miſchief, and 
ſuch a dreadful train of evils, merits deſtruction. 
And may God accompliſh it in his own good time 
and way. 

As all nations are ſaid to have drunk of the wine 
of the wrath of Babylon, we ought not to be ſurpriſed 
if we ſhould happen to ſee fome of the effects of 
this chf wine, even in our own country. Does 
any body enquire the cauſe of the late dreadful riot 
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in the ſouthern part of this kingdom ; at which all 
good men have been ſo much ſhocked and alarmed ? 
I believe, I may now without breach of candour or 


charity reply, that it was he wrath of the wine of 


Babylon. The cup was charged and filled to the 
brim by the prieſts, and others ; and the poor de- 
luded people drank it till they became furious, and 
undiſcerning; and miſtook their belt friends for 
their enemies“. As in former times, it was-the wine 
of the wrath of Babylon, that raiſed the Cruſades, 
that maſſacred the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, that 
perſecuted the Lollards, that brought Servetus to 
the ſtake, that drove the Unitarians out of Poland, 
the Prote/tants out of France, and ſent the Puritans 
in the laſt century to America: ſo it is this wrath- 
ful wine, that deſtroyed the habitations of ſo many 
deſerving perſons lately at Birmingham; and. con- 
ſumed the houſe, apparatus, library and Manu- 
ſcripts of one of the greateſt philoſophers, and moſt 
diſtinguiſhed writers of the age. A ſcene that will 
ever {tain the eceleſiaſtical annals of England. From 
ſuch wine and ſuch practices, Good Lord, deliver 
us and our Country. Amen. 


To wo what I have advanced above, it may be proper here 
to quote a paſlage from Dr. Prieſtiey's, excellent, humane, and truly chriſ- 
tain Addrels to the people of Birmingham. * By the diſcourſes of your 
* teachers, and the exclamations of your ſuperiors in general, drinking 
„ confuſion and damnation to us, (which is weil known to have been 
<« their frequent practice) your bigotry has been excited to the higheſt 
« pitch, and nothing having been ſaid to you to moderate your paſſions, 
but cvery thing to inflame them; hence without any conſideration on 
* your part, or on theirs, who ought to have known and taught you bet- 
© ter—you were prepared for every ſpecies of outrage; thinking that 
©* whatever you could do to ſpite aud injure us, was foi the ſupport of 
© the Government, and eſpecially the church. In deſtroying us you 
have been led to think, you did God and your Country the moſt ſub- 
„ ſtantial ſervice.” Dr. Prieſtley's aſſertions, are confirmed by the 
fflence of his adverſaries, by the cry of the mob; The King and 
the Church, digen with the Diſſcnters, damn the Preſoyterians 8c. and by 
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DISCOURSE I. 


Rev. XIV. 9. TO THE END. 


ind the third angel followed them, ſaying with a 


loud voice, If any man worſhip the beaſt and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in 
his hand, The ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mix- 
ture into the cup of his indignation ; and he ſhall 
be tormentedwith fire and brimſtone, in the preſence 
of the holy angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb. 

And the ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up for 
ever and ever : and they have no reſt day nor 
night, who worſhip the beaſt and his image, and 
whoſoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here 
is the patience of the ſaints : here are they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jeſus. 
And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, 
Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, 


from henceforth : Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that they 


may reſt from their labours; and their works do 


follow them. And I looked, and, behold, a white 
cloud, and upon the cloud one ſat, like unto the Son 
of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in 


his hand a ſharp fickle. And another angel came 
out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him 


that ſat on the cloud, Thruſt in thy fickle, and reap : 
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for the time is come for thee to reap ; for the har- 
veſt of the earth is ripe. And he that ſat on the 
cloud thruſt in his fickle on the earth ; and the earth 
was reaped. And another angel came out of the 
temple which is in heaven, he alſo having a {harp 
fickle. And another angel came out from the altar, 
which had power over fire; and cried with a loud 
cry to him that had the ſharp ſickle, ſaying, Thruſt 
in thy ſharp ſickle, and gather the cluſters of the 
vine of the earth ; for her grapes are fully ripe. And 
the angel thruſt in his fickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and caſt it into the 
great wine-preſs of the wrath of God. And the 
wwine-preſs was trodden without tbe city, and blood 
came out of the wine-preſs, even unto the horſe-brid- 


les, by the ſpace of a thouſand and fix hundred fur- 


longs. 


N the former verſes of this chapter we have a 
1 tender and affecting account of the true chriſ- 
]M. tian church, the followers and attendants of the 
Lamb on Mount Sion, who are fo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed from the votaries and partizans of the Beaſt, 
by the purity of their hearts and lives, as well as by 
the characteriſtical ſtamp and impreſſion of Chriſt and 
his heavenly Father. We have alſo a delightful and 
tranſporting account of the future univerſal progreſs 
and propagation of the Goſpel, authenticated by an 
Angel of light ; with an awful and moſt alarming 
prophecy of the difmal fall of Babylon the Great, 
confirmed and made abſolutely certain by another 
Angelic teſtimony. Both theſe events are connected 
rogether and mutually depend upon one another. 
The gradual yet conſtantly increaſing progreſs of 
the Goſpel, with the light of reaſon and true philo- 
ſophy, will weaken, ſap, and undermine the foun- 


dations cf Babylon, the kingdom of darkneſs and 


1 


ignorance: and on the other hand the final over- 
throw of Babylon, by giving ſuch ſtrong irrefragable 
confirmation of the certainty of ancient prophe- 
cy, and by removing every impediment out of the 
way ot truth, will ſpread the Goſpel with accelerat- 
ed rapidity through every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people. Happy period, 7hrice happy 
indeed when it ſhall arrive. A conſummation de- 
voutly to be wiſhed for. When they ſhall beat their 
ſwords intoplough ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning 
hooks ; when nation ſhall not lift up feword againſt na- 
tion, neither ſhall they learn war anymore.* When they 
ſhall not hurt nor de/troy in all God's holy mountain.+ 
When the kingdoms of this world ſhall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall 
reign for ever and ever e and a ſcene of univerſal 
love, harmony, and joy ſhall take place. This ſcene 
will be ſo very different from what the world ever 
yet ſaw, that to many it may look like Romance. And 
{ome may think I am preaching Romance immedi- 
ately. But I can aſſure them from the ſure word of 
prophecy that I am not : and that the ſcene IJ have 
been deſcribing will moſt certainly take place at the 
glorious Millennium ; aud may be in a lower degree 
ſometime before it. Hitherto we have. ſeen little 
in this world before or after Chriſtianity made its 
appearance; but controverſy, rancour, war, and deſo- 
lation. Chriſt at his firſt coming prophetically de- 
clared, that he came not to ſend peace on earth, but a 
cord; and the hiſtory of the church has verified 
his declaration. But ſhall this diforderly ſtate of 
things ever go on. Shall the great, the merciful 
Creator, be ever diſhonoured by the actions of his 
rational creatures. Shall the purpoſes of Jeſus the 
benevolent Saviour be never accompliſhed. Did 


* Is, ii. 4. Micah iv. 3. 1 Is. XI. g. LXV. 25. 4 Rev. XI. 15. Math. X. 34. 
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not angels from heaven proclaim at the birth of 
Chriſt, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men. f But how little of this 
glory, this peace, this Good will, have we yet ſeen. 
Inſtead of Glory, we have often ſeen and read in hiſ- 
tory of deeds tranſacted by churchmen and profeſſed 
chriſtians themſelves, that are diſgraceful to huma- 


nity : inſtead of peace ;—lawleſs violence, and war, 


and theſe ſometimes too on account of religion : and 
inſtead of Good Will ;—Antipathy and Perſecution. 
Should theſe deeds of darkneſs ever continue a- 
mong Chriſtians, the Goſpel would fail of its prin- 
cipal effect; the Glory of God and the good of 
mankind would not be eminently promoted by 1t ; 
and conſequently it could not be ſuppoſed to have a 
divine original. But bleſſed be God my Brethren, 
we are aſſured that all theſe things, tho* they may 
have a time, will have an end, and iſſue in final, ul- 


timate happineſs ; and that a glorious ſtate of things 


will enſue even in this world ; which will wipe off 
and cancel thememory of ages of iniquity, ignorance, 
and diſgrace. Who could have thought twenty 
years ago, that the Revolutions of America or 
France, could have happened in ſo ſhort a time. If 
any body could have predicted them, he would 
not have been believed. But I will venture to aft- 
firm, that theſe Revolutions great and ſplendid as 
they are ſurely, are but a ſpecimen, a ſmall foretaſte, 
of the more perfect ſtare of things that is to follow 
upon the fall of Babylon the great. 

But here I am ſorry to ſay, that tho? the increaſe 
and pleaſing progreſs of the Goſpel, with reaſon 
and found Philoſophy, which are always the inſe- 
parable companions of truth, may do a great deal 
towards accompliſhing the ruin of the antichriſtian 
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empire, or the kingdom of the beast ; yet they will 
not be able to give him his laſt, final, and deadly 
wound. From ſome paſſages in the cloſe of this 
chapter, as well as from ſome following places in the 
Revelation, I am led to conclude, that before the 
mon/ter falls, he will kick, foam, and make a ſtrug- 
gle: that he will colle& together from different 
quarters all the Imps of Satan. all the Sons of dark- 
neſs under his influence, and make one fierce effort 
to overwhelm the followers of the Lamb, of reaſon 
and truth. But in the end he will be overcome, 
and fall with treble vengeance, in conſequence of this 
dreadful but ineffectual effort to ſupport himſelf. And 
when he falls, all the ſupporters of Antichriſtian 
Tyranny, all the Sons of Belial will fall with him, 
and be buried in one common maſs of ruin and 
oblivion. 

I now proceed to make ſome brief remarks on 
the verſes we have read. 

Verſes 9, 10, 11. And the third Angel followed 
them, ſaying with a loud voice, If any man worſhip the 
beast, and his image, and receive his mark in his fore- 
head, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture, into the cup of his indignation : and he ſhall 
be tormented with fire and brimstone,in the preſence of 
the holy Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb : 
and the ſmoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever 
and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, wha 
worſhip the beast, ana his image, and whoſoever receiv- 
eth the mark of his name. ; 

There is ſomething inexpreſſibly dreadful in the 

uniſhment here allotted, to thoſe who worſhip the 
beaſt and his image, and receive the mark of his 
name. My heart aches at the thought of it, and I 
could wiſh to omit treating farther of this paſſage at 
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all. But I do not know that I am warranted, in 
commenting upon the divine word of prophecy, to 
paſs by any paſſage that naturally falls in my way, 
eſpecially when it is conſidered, that theſe words 
are introduced to us as coming from an Angel as 
well as the foregoing ; and therefore ought to be- 
ſpeak our moſt ſerious attention. You ſee here my 
brethren, it is not a light matter to give up the 
_ Judgement of Reaſon and Conſcience enlightened 
by the word of God, and. baſcly ſubmit to uſurped, 
human authority in matters of Religion : for this 
I conceive to be the meaning of worſhipping the 
beaſt and receiving his mark, as ] have before explain- 
ed it. By whatever antiquity this authority may 
be recommended, with whatever venerable names 
adorned, and let it be ſupported by ever ſo many 
ſtates, eſtabliſhed churches, and countleſs multi- 
tudes, it is {till uſurped, human authority: and there- 
fore ought to be reſiſted by every one who has, or 
wiſhes to preſerve the ſacred ſtamp of God and 
Chriſt. Many ill- inſtructed, prejudiced, and unin- 
formed perſons wear the mark we are ſpeaking 
of ignorantly, and in ſome degree innocently, there- 
fore it may be hoped through the tender mercy of 
that God who knoweth our frame, that they will be 
forgiven. At leaſt I ardently wiſh it may be ſo. 

But what ſhall I ſay of you, ye perverters of true 
religion, ye corrupt Governors of erroneous and 
idolatrous churches, ye cruel and perſecuting Prieſts; 
who from baſe and low monves of ſecular policy, 
concur in ſupporting falſchood, oppoſing truth, 
and all Reformation; and in oppreſſing righteous, 
upright and holy men? What apology can be offe- 
red for you, who are the enemies of the croſs of Christ, 
whoſe end is destruction, whose God is your belly, 
zwhose glory is in your ſhame, and who mind earthly 
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thing: How will you hold up your heads, when 
the falſe doctrines ye have been the means of continu- 
ing, the miſery ye have occaſioned, the perſecution ye 
have excited, and the innocent blood ye have ſhed, 
ſhall riſe up in judgement againſt you, and cover 
you with ſhame, horror, and remorſe? The favour 
of Princes, and the countenance of Stateſmen, will 
then ſtand you in no ſtead, againſt the wrath of in- 
cenſed omnipotence. You go at preſent apparelled 
in long robes, you fit in lordly ſeats, but then ye 
ſhall be diveſted of theſe extrinſic ornaments, and 
the ſhame of your nakedneſs willappear. Repent, 
and avert in time theſe threatening judgements, and 
fave yourſelves and them that hear you. I turn 
with pleaſure from ſo lamentable a ſcene, and re- 
lieve myſelf by quoting the next verſe. 

Ver. 12. Here is the patience of the saints: here 
ere they that keep the commandments of God, and the 


faith of Fesus. 


The ſingular excellence and patience of the ſaints 
conſiſts in this, that tho“ they ſhare all the 
ordinary troubles of life in common with other 
men, and are beſides from their firm adherence to 
truth and open avowal of it, expoſed to peculiar 
dangers and hardſhips from antichriſtian tyrants 
and oppreſſors: yet they never make ſhipwreck 
of faith or a good conſcience: never yield to or 
comply with the prevailing errors and apoſtacies of 
their times. They keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus. The divine precepts both 
with regard to worſhip and practice they preſerve 
inviolated, and they bear a complete uniform teſti- 
mony to the faith of Jeſus, he faith once delivered 
to the Saints, in times even of the greateſt diſtreſs 


+Phil. III. 18. 19. 
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and perſecution. Never will they leave the ſmall 
and often deſpiſed ſociety of the faithful to join the 
unbelieving multitude : but will rather chuſe 
to ſuffer affliftion with the people of God, than enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin, which are but for a ſeason. 


Ver. 13. And I heard a woice from heaven, 
ſaying, unto me, write, bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, 
that they may reſt from their labours; and their 
works do follow them. 

There is ſomething peculiarly affecting, pathetic, 
and melting in theſe divine words. I have often 
been forcibly ſtruck with them, and felt an impreſ- 
ſion that I know not how to deſcribe. They might 
well be enlarged upon and made the ſubject of a 
particular diſcourſe : but I can only touch upon 
them at preſent in a tranſient manner. They may 
be applicable to all pious perſons who die in the faith 
of Jeſus : but havel apprehend a more cloſe connec- 
tion with the caſe of thoſe, who have encountered 
perſecution, and come through great tribulation 
with integrity unimpeachable. Bleſſed undoubted- 
ly are all good men, all believers in Chriſt: but 
thoſe whoſe ſtubborn virtue hath ſtood the teſt of 
fiery trials, who have been exergiſed aud harrowed 
by uncommon calamities, are þ eminently ſo. 
Let them take comfort from theſe words. The toils 
they have undergone, the perſecutions they nave 
endured, their indefatigable exertions in the cauſe 
of truth and righteouſneſs, the &enerous ardour 
they have kindled in the breaſts of others, theſe 
works of faith and labours of love, \hall by 
no means loſe their reward. Little as they 
may be regarded by an ungrateful world, they are 
written in heaven, and recorded in the regiſter of 


the fon of man. Theſe diſtinguiſhed chriſtians. 
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ſhall at the time appointed by God, reſt from their 
various and uſeful labours and their works {hall 
follow them : follow them in death, and riſe with 
them again at the reſurrection of the juſt, be ho- 
nouxably mentioned and applauded by the great 
Judge; and rewarded with a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away. May our part and portion be 
with, ſuch my brethren. The memory of the juſt 
is bleſt ; and the latter end of holy men, is peace and 
aſſuredneſ for ever. Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace. 
Come of us what will in this tranſitory world, Jet 
our death be the death of the righteous, and our last 
end like his. 


Ver. 14. to the end. And I looked, and behold, 
a white cloud,and upon the cloud one ſat, like unto 
the [on of Man, having on his head a golden crown, 
and in his hand a ſharp fickle. And another Angel 
came out of the temple, crying, with a loud voice, to 
Him that ſat on the cloud, thruſt in thy fickle, and 
reap ; for the time is come for thee to reap ; for the 
harveſt of the earth is ripe. And he that ſat on 
the cloud, thrust in his fickle on the earth; and 
the earth was reaped. And another Angel came 
out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having 
a ſharp fickle. And another Angel came out from 
the Altar, which had power over fire ; and cried 
with a loud voice to him that had the ſharp ſichle, ſaying, 
thrust in thy ſharp ſickle, and gather the cluſters of the 
vine of the earth ; for her grapes are fully ripe. And 
the angel thruſt in his fickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and caſt it into the 
great wine-preſs of the wrath of God. And the 
wwine-preſs was trodden without tbe city, and blood 
came out of the wine-preſs, even unto the horſe-brid- 


($34 
les, by the ſpace of a thouſand and fix hundred fur- 


longs. 


Behold here my brethren, under a moſt noble 
and emphatical figure, the deſtruction of Antichriſt, 
and all the corrupters of true Religion. Long 
have they laboured in the Vineyard of iniquity, 
and raiſed a plentiful rho* dreadful crop of fraud, 
falſchood and impoſture. But the grapes of So— 
dom and the cluſters of Gomorrah are now tully 
ripe, and the great huſbandman is ready to 
put in his fickle. Long has the divine patience 
and forbearance been abuſed, long have the ſaints 
of the moſt high been oppreſſed : bur the time of 
Juſt retribution is now fully come; and the vials 
of divine wrath are ready to be poured out. 
The Son of Man the Lord of this harveſt, is repre- 
ſented as making his appearance on a V bite cloud, 
and his head adorned with a golden crown ; and 

is now to receive the awful mandate for the deſtruc- 
tion of his enemies; who would not have him to 
reign over them. He carries in his hand a ſharp 
tickle, and is urged by a heavenly meſſenger to em- 
ploy it in the long expected but now tully ripened 
harveſt. He puts in his fickle, and the earth is 
reaped : the enemies of God aud true religion fall 
before him, as the tender ſtalks of corn or the vine 
before the mowers ſcythe. He 5weeps them with 
the besom of destruction; and is joined by an angelic 
auxiliary expreſly commifioned to the fame cmploy- 
ment. 

He colle&s the whole corrupt maſs together, 
and throws it into the great wine preſs of the wrath 
of God without the city: where the adverſaries of 
truth meet with that exemplary puniſhment, which 


their enormous crimes and cruelties have ſo juſtly 
merited. 
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There is every reaſon to think, that the awful 
and important event here deſcribed is ſtill future: 
for nothing has yet happened in the hiſtory of the 
church that can properly apply to it. The eccle. 
ſiaſtical harveſt has never yet been reaped ; nor 
the axe laid to the root of the tree. Prieſtcraft 
and ſpiritual uſurpation ſtill flouriſhes, the people 
of God are oppreſſed, and the ſacred rights of 
conſcience, with religious liberty in its full extent, 
have never yet been fully and unequivocally ac- 
knowledged in any country, America excepted. 

The reformation from Popery, tho? attended with 
ſignal advantages, was partial and incomplete, and 
only liberated ſome countries, while Popery conti- 
nued to exiſt in all its rigour in the reſt. And the 
reformed eſtabliſhments themſelves, have either 
more or leſs ated the Tragi-Comedy of Popery 
over again. None of the religious wars that have 
taken place in Europe can apply to this harveſt : 
or correſpond to the ſtrength of metaphor here 
uſed; or the period of prophecy in which this vi- 
ſion occurs. It is therefore future, and will moſt 
certainly take place in due time, tho? probably yer 
at ſome conſiderable diſtance. 

This viſiom appears to me to be connected with 
the fall of Babylon, mentioned Ver. 8, and there- 
fore is properly referred to that Cataſtrophe. 

In ſome following chapters of the Revelation we 
have a more full, diſtinct, and literal account, of 


What is only here figuratively deſcribed. 


From what has been ſaid my good friends, let us 
take warning, be upon our guard, and make religion 
the ſubje& of our moſt attentive conſideration. 
Let all our enquiries after truth be ſeriouſly and 
impartially conducted. While we juſtly and reaſon- 
ably reſiſt uſurped authority, and refuſe to aſſent 
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to human ſyſtems of divinity, let us take care that 
we do not follow errors of our own or others mak- 
ing, and be not wiſe in our own conceits. Let our 
religious opinions be extracted from the word of 
God rationally and conſiſtemly interpreted, and 
adorned with a ſuitable holy practice, that when the 
ſon of man comes with his irreſiſtible ſickle, he may 
not cut us down as uſeleſs, unprofitable, and crimi- 
nal labourers in his Vineyard. We muſt give an 
account how we haveenquired, how we have heard, 
believed, and ated. Let all theſe duties therefore 
be performed in ſuch a candid unbiaſſed manner, as 
that we may give our account with joy and not 
with grief, Brethren, I commend you and myſelf 10 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 


build us up, and give us an inheritance * them 
cohich are ſanctified. 
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